EVEN while stonding on Nevy Pier looking out across Lake Michigon, it is essy to forget thot Chicogo wos once o major port on the Greot Lokes and the St
Laowrence Seoway. Regional “lakers” and international “salties” novigating the Seaway do still call in ports on Chicago's South Side and in East Chicogo, Gary,
and Burns Harbor, as the Midwestern industrial end ogricultural corridors continue to import and esport oil, grain, chemicals, steel, ond various bulk cargo.

But Chicogo as a bustling tnland seaport 14 as forgotten as the wrecks of the Lady Elgin, the Eastland, and the Seabird not far fros her shores. Formerly active
ports Llike Chicoge, Rochester, and Milwpukee illustrote how industry chmgts. lond usage shifts and once-revered lorge-scale projecks like the Sepway, the
Illineis and Michigan Camal or the Tennesses Valley Authority eventually fall owt of fevor. TO EUROPE AND ASIAM
Fifty years old this past summer, the 5t. Lowrence Sedway stretches over 2000 miles from Lake Superior, through each of the Great Lakes and aleng the St.
Lowrence River, connecting ports like Duluth, Thunder Bay, Chicego, Detroit, Buffalo and Torontoe to the Atlontic Ocean and to ports all over the world., Once
marveled for it colessal feats of human engineesring, of Midweitern American and Conadian industry and agriculture wane and o dredging, damsing and blasting PORT-CARTIER
along the watersoy irreporably impact ecologies within the lokes and rivers, the economic ond enwvironmentol feosibility of the Seewoy have come under intense
scrutiny, In fact, the project’s econdmic sustainability was subject to fierce debate even before construction began! By 1994, on the Seoway's thirty-fifth
anniversary, Canodion parlionent went so far as to suggest that, unless economic vigbility changed, the system ought to be shut down.?
The Segmoy's history provides o cose study for mony of the aspirotions for ond eventual apprehensiocns with globalizotien, both real and conjectural. Alreoady
blased for billions of dollars worth of dasage to lake and river ecosystess through the introduction of irmvasive plant and animal species, the Sesway has also BATE-COMEAL
roised concerns over g different kind of irvosion. Changes in ettitwde since 2081 obout the shored border with Conpda have led to hypothesized risks to notional
security along the woberway, a5 it cuts an intermational path directly to the hearts of numerous Nerth Asericon cities? Looking out from Mavy Pier at the water
intake cribs on the Loke Michigen horizon, much like intoke structures of f the shores of other rest Lokes cities, it is not hord to imagine how a shipping
wiegiel of unkndwn erigin, obfuscated under international “flag of convenience™ lawd and, knowingly of not, rigged as o biological weapsn or dirty bosb, ceuld
exact disaster on the city ond the region.
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i‘\ ALARMIST fantasies of dirty bombs in Midwestern drinking water aside, the Great Lakes do
" GREEM BAY KINGSTOMN face very real threots to their sustainability. Once egain, Chicogoe is strotegically
\.\ CHIG situated, both geographically and histerically, along a contested shipping route - only this
% MICHIGAN time woter is the corgo,
"‘*1 TORONTO The Great Lokes contain Z1% of the world's supply of surfoce freshwater! In Horth America,
A and especially in cities like Chicage, all that woter is taken for granted while much of the
i BAY C world struggles to mointoin occess to poteble sources, The Americon Southwest, for one, hos
e long been engineering methods for diverting water from remote sources. It 15 quite likely
h ROCHESTER thot, despite fledgling legislotion penned to heod off such an undertoking, mﬁh{ a
! pipeling from the Greot Lokes will extend to cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix. Chicago,
'. MILWALKEE SARNIA BUFFALO unfortwnately, is already o drain for such o pipeline,
I‘-.\ NEW YORK Fipelines sucking woter off the Greot Lokes are neither new mor wundgue to Chicogo, Just this
TOWA R L S Sy summer a controversiol plan to drow 85 million gallons o day from I.nlv:;e Huron was approved in
" . [ Genesee Cownty, Michigon, despite on cxisting Detroit-bosed pipeline. Though these pipelines
"‘*-.H ILLINOIS DETROIT-MI 1 toke their toll on loke levels over time, becouse they remaim within the Great Lakes Basinm,
1 Al e m s i e they are thus very different from o pipeline removing water from the region oltogether. In
f." _ ; that, Chicogs is walgue amd precedent setting.
’_.r' CHIE'B'GD [ IM:_;;;-W;""'_'_MEW i PENNSYLVANIA Due to the reversal of the Chicoge River and the construction of the Sanitary and Ship Canal
4T0 PHOE Ix’ AND LAS VEGAS i - CLEVELAND| conngcting Loke Michigen to the Mississippi River, Chicogo olreody sends o billion gellons a
N i : OHIO : doy to points west and south® Though other plons to ship, bottle, or divert woter howe
| INDIANA i i typically been defeoted in the past, wnless the Chicago River is restored to its original

flow and the Sanitary Canal obandoned like other such outdated projects as the Erie Canal or
the Edwords Dom on the Kennebec River in Moine, Chicogo moy one doy be the geogrophical and
legal gateway to yet another impressive but ill-conceived feat of human engtneering.



